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How much do you know about black British history?

The BBC has launched two new online series - Alt History and Black to Life - that take a look
back at black British history that has been forgotten.

Over the years, people have been campaigning to make history more inclusive.

That means that instead of always telling the stories of white British and white European
historical figures, people from black and minority ethnic communities should be represented
as well.

Find more about black history here

Black History Month: Why it's important to me

Amazing black women you should know about

The black men who made history in Britain

What happens in the series?

Alt History takes a look into why black British people are often left out of the history books
and how there have been black people living in the UK for hundreds of years.

Black to Life takes a slightly different approach and focuses more on the individual stories
behind the black British people that have been forgotten about.

But who are some of the figures that appear in the series? Here are just a couple of people
you may not have heard about.

Edward Swarthye
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When you think of Tudor England, you probably think of historical figures such as King
Henry VIII.

The Tudor period was from 1485 to 1603.

Edward Swarthye was a porter during that time. That means he was employed to carry out
jobs such as carrying luggage for people. He worked for a politician called Sir Edward
Wynter in Gloucester, England, and was highly respected at the time.

In fact, he was so respected that Sir Edward Wynter once asked him to punish one of his
white workers who was acting badly. This was a big deal at the time as black people would
never be seen as having more authority than white people.

Mary Fillis

Originally from Morocco, Mary Fillis was a Muslim woman who moved to England when she
was just six years old.
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She started off as a servant but because she was so skilled in making things, she became a
respected dressmaker.

Historical records show that Mary changed her religion from being a Muslim to being a
Christian by taking part in a religious ceremony called a baptism.

She was one of 60 black women who were baptised as a way to fit into British society.

Omoba Aina Forbes-Bonetta

Omoba Aina was a princess from a Nigerian community called the Yoruba tribe.

After her parents died from being captured by slave traders, Omoba was given as a gift to
Queen Victoria. Omobo had to lose her Yoruba identity when she arrived in Britain and
that's when her name was changed to Sarah Forbes-Bonetta.

In order for her to be accepted into British society, Omoba could no longer be a Nigerian
princess and became property of the British Empire.

Records show that Queen Victoria cared about Omoba and ended up paying for her
education and finding people to look after her.

Omoba eventually had a child of her own and it became Queen Victoria's goddaughter.

Dido (Belle) Elizabeth Lindsay
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Dido lived from 1761 to 1804 and her portrait still hangs in Kenwood House

Dido was born during a period of time where slaves were sold in the transatlantic slave
trade.

Her mother was a West African woman and her dad was a white British man who was a
Navy officer working in the Caribbean.

She's often seen as the first black aristocrat which means she was part of the British upper
class at the time. She was taken away from her mother and brought to the the UK to be
looked after by her father's family in Kenwood House in north London.

However, even though she was part of the upper class she was not always treated like that
because she was mixed race and not white.

Historians say that even though her family loved her, they often would not let her be seen by
guests who would visit the family.

Alt History and Black to Life can be watched here.

MORE LIKE THIS

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/48786804 5/7


https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/41777019
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/41433197
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07dt1d3

02/11/2021, 08:51 Black history: The forgotten history of black people in the UK - CBBC Newsround

4

These comments are now closed.

1 comment

U17542518
17:00 2 Oct 2019

Black history month

Everybody deserves a chance
# if you agrree

10 i

Back to top A

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/48786804 6/7


https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/41777019
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/59130689

02/11/2021, 08:51 Black history: The forgotten history of black people in the UK - CBBC Newsround

)

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/48786804 717


https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround
https://www.bbc.co.uk/editorialguidelines/guidance/feeds-and-links
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/59130689
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tv/cbbc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.bbc.com/ownit
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/guide/cbbc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/curations/cbbc-help
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/terms/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/privacy/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/cookies/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/accessibility/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/guidance
https://www.bbc.co.uk/contact
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bbcnewsletter

