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"Things fall apart, the centre cannot hold" - W.B. Yeats. "We're doomed !" - Private Frazer. "Like
scrolling through a decade's worth of Daily Mail editorials in 20 minutes" - TheLoonyFromCatford

Friday, April 08, 2011
"No Irish Need Apply"

The (American) liberal myth of 'No Irish Need Apply'.

The fact that Irish vividly "remember” NINA signs is a
curious historical puzzle. There are no contemporary or
retrospective accounts of a specific sign at a specific
location. No particular business enterprise is named as
a culprit. No historian, archivist, or museum curator
has ever located one; no photograph or drawing exists.
No other ethnic group complained about being singled
out by comparable signs. Only Irish Catholics have
reported seeing the sign in America—no Protestant, no
Jew, no non-Irish Catholic has reported seeing one. This
is especially strange since signs were primarily directed
toward these others: the signs said that employment
was available here and invited Yankees, French-
Canadians, Italians and any other non-Irish to come
inside and apply. The business literature, both
published and unpublished, never mentions NINA or any
policy remotely like it. The newspapers and magazines
are silent. The courts are silent. There is no record of
an angry youth tossing a brick through the window that
held such a sign. Have we not discovered all of the
signs of an urban legend?

As every Brit liberal knows, the streets of 1950s London were full of
‘No Dogs, No Blacks, No Irish’ signs. Yet on the Web there's only one
photo which looks as if it could be authentic - source unknown to
me - and in an admittedly cursory trawl of the web I've not found
any contemporary reports of them - just hundreds of "are we
returning to the days of" blog posts and dozens of "my father came
to London at a time when" pieces. You really would think that it
might turn up in Hansard - | must take a look. Maybe it's yet another
liberal myth aka libel against the native Brits. Not that there aren't
similar signs to be seen in London to this day - only strangely, no
one makes a fuss about them. Can't imagine why.
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Now I've got no real problems with an Asian family wishing to share
their house with people of their own culture or ethnicity - or even
rent it. You want as tenants/lodgers people you can trust, and as
the late Emperor Claudius puts it 'the knee is nearer than the shin'.
For good reasons, people tend to trust people who are like
themselves, and as Robert Putnam points out :

"the more diverse a community is, the less likely its
inhabitants are to trust anyone - from their next-door
neighbour to the mayor”

But these signs are presumably illegal under British law. | suppose
the reason we're not seeing these cases in the court reports is that
the law was designed to stop natives putting up these kinds of

advert.
Posted by Laban at 7:22 am
Labels: liberal myths, the contradictions inherent in the system, UK politics

26 comments:

Ed West said...

Here is one:

http://colinpantall.blogspot.com/2008_05_01_arc
hive.html

Not sure where its from. Id be genuinely curious
to know the truth because its a phrase Ive heard
so much of, but scant evidence

9:36 am

Sgt Troy 11th Dragoons said...

I've got an Irish friend who I am fond
of(Republican background)
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He believed that

1) Florence Nightingale was a pervert who
corrupted innocent young girls; whereas only
Mary Seacole did any good

2) Queen Victoria was the "Famine Queen" who
insulted the Irish by only stumping up a fiver for
famine relief, less than she gave to the dogs
home. In fact apparently she donated £2500 - a
very considerable sum

3) Owen Glendower captured Halesowen and
Manchester and are Welsh by right

And even madder stuff

Doesn't seem to operate on the basis of historical
evidence, rather in tales that grow in the drinking.

For 19th century Nationalists and beyond spin and
exaggeration did have a considerable utility - eg
Cromwell at Drogheda.

9:43 am

Ed West said...

Sgt Troy - my granny believed St Brendan
discovered America in a stone boat.

As for 2, little known fact, but the most generous
during the famine were the City of London Jews

10:05 am

Mr Grumpy said...

Ed (first comment): I'm curious too, but also note
with interest how phrases like "isolated incident"
and "moral panic" can magically vanish from the
liberal vocabulary when the occasion demands.

10:21 am

staybryte said...

Ed, the one you link to is the same one as in
Laban's post.

There was an album cover of some years back
(Ian Dury maybe? Complete guess, anyone
remember it?) which showed such a sign. It may
very well have been the same pic.

Every single one of the dozens of people I know
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from the generation that came across in the 50s
and 60s "remembers" those signs, or more
accurately, says they were well known.
Coincidentally, every single one of them appears
to have found lodgings and paid work on their first
full day in England.

When asked though, I've never met anyone who
can state an actual case of having seen one
themselves. And I do mean not one. I'd say that
at the very least their prevalence has been
enormously exaggerated.

10:24 am

staybryte said...

I think it was John Lydon's autobiography. The
cover of the present printing just has his picture,
but I'm fairly sure an earlier edition had the same
pic cited by Laban and Ed.

Incidentally, that's the only such pic (blacks, dogs
and Irish) I've been able to find on the web. The
NINA signs or images all seem to be newspaper
editorials on the subject or modern novelties.

10:38 am

Ed West said...

staybryte, good point. I'm not on form today

Agree though, Ive never read of a specific sign
actually existing. I did remember a 'no Albanians'
sign making the papers a few years back, so Im
not saying it couldnt have happened

11:49 am

Edwin Greenwood said...

Perhaps it's the only one. Perhaps there was only
ever the one "no dogs - no Blacks - no Irish" sign
in one boarding house window, stuck up by a
landlady who'd had a particularly bad experience
with a Smoked Irishman and his pooch.

Quite enough to precipitate a meme when there's
an itch waiting to be fed. Quite enough to trigger
any number of "real" if always curiously
indeterminate memories.

12:30 pm
Mr Grumpy said...
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I would have thought that even in the 50s B & Bs
generally advertised their presence with
something a little more substantial than a hand-
written note Sellotaped to the window. It smells
bogus - which is not to say that discrimination
never happened, of course.

12:36 pm

Anonymous said...

It sounds more like the usual bogus victimhood,
at which Irish Catholics are expert.

The only people who believe them are the
Americans.

1:03 pm
Anonymous said...

Having lived in London during the early sixties,
looking frequently for new lodgings, and then for
somewhere to house my Jamaican wife and young
baby I can can confirm that the 'No blacks, no
Irish, no children no dogs' signs were everywhere
to be seen, so commonplace that we took no
particular note of them. In my experience though
they were not signs of prejudice but of fear and
defensiveness. When face to face people made
individual judgements not blanket refusals.

4:31 pm
Laban said...

Nothing like personal experience.

I'm just surprised that no one seems to have
mentioned them at the time - and if they were so
ubiquitous as to be commonplace, and therefore
unremarkable, it's still surprising (to me) that no
one found them reprehensible enough to be worth
a mention or a snapshot.

But as I say, I've not really done much digging
other than a quick Google.

6:02 pm
Anonymous said...

I wonder if london Irish landords discrimated
against Irish immigrants?

I remember seeing Kathy Burke on a chat show
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2

talking about her irish dad being unable to get a
job on a London building site in the 70s!!
7:25 pm

Ross said...

Anyone who had signs in their window saying "No
Irish" in 1950s London would have got a brick
through their window, given the size of London's
Irish population.

9:12 pm

Cyrus said...

A neighbour of mine (Labour, Glasgow Irish,
working class) has always claimed 'No Irish' signs
existed.

As far as she was concerned this was sensible
policy. The Irish she knew were mostly young,
dumb, male, employed in construction and tended
towards heavy drinking. She thought that
landlords simply didn't want the hassle of dealing
with big angry drunks.

9:40 pm
Anonymous said...

As many have pointed out, what happened to all
these Irish (and blacks)? In the end they all
appeared to have found somewhere to live.

10:28 pm
Foxy Brown said...

In newspaper ads for vacant properties in
Hampstead,'Gentiles Only' was a common letting
criterion both before and after World War II.

7:09 pm
The Englishman said...

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-Irish_racism has
more and some sources.

And that sign photo doesn't look older than John
Lydon's book.

The handwriting, the sepia, the casual taping to
the window all look wrong.

7:50 am
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Anonymous said...

"Now I've got no real problems with an Asian
family wishing to share their house with people of
their own culture or ethnicity - or even rent it."

No, and I haven't either. But apparently when it's
a member of the Graunority being excluded it's a
big deal :

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-12214012
It's the sheer double standards which annoy.

gv Graunority: a member of a minority group
which exercises the Guardianista.

12:18 pm

Anonymous said...

Enfield Council want to ban spitting in the street,
why?

I see the 'locals' of Brixton can watch footage of
the '81 uprising' on a big screen in Windrush Sq.

I wonder if any of looted shopowners will be asked
for a contribution.

2:46 pm
Mark said...

'It's the sheer double standards which annoy.'
Agreed, anon; however Newham is an area where
the Graunority, as you call it, are actually the
majority, and the 'white British' a small declining
minority.

'Asians' (ie South Asians in this case) hold the
plurality at the moment, at around 40% of the
population, and presumably have enough clout
with the local Racial Equality Council to get them
to overlook adverts like these.

3:06 pm
David Crawford said...

My dad grew up on a Sioux indian reservation in
South Dakota. Later on he went into the US
Marines during the Korean War.

He always said it was bullshit that there were
signs that said "No dogs or Indians" (South
Dakota) or "No dogs, Marines, or sailors" (San

https://ukcommentators.blogspot.com/2011/04/no-irish-need-apply.html 7119


https://ukcommentators.blogspot.com/2011/04/no-irish-need-apply.html?showComment=1302437930357#c7413620880467811001
https://ukcommentators.blogspot.com/2011/04/no-irish-need-apply.html?showComment=1302446792078#c4451289740351245974
https://ukcommentators.blogspot.com/2011/04/no-irish-need-apply.html?showComment=1302534377884#c137450075177789839

25/09/2024, 12:16 UK Commentators: "No Irish Need Apply"

Diego). He never saw any and no one he knows
had ever seen one. It was always a friend or a
relative of the person saying they saw one that
had, supposedly, seen one. The old friend of a
friend.

He did say that, when he was young, there were
certain bars just off the reservation that had signs
that said "We don't serve Indians" but it was
against federal law to sell alcohol to indians up
until 1953. There were certain bars just off the
reservation that not only sold to indians but were
pretty much indian-only (and woe to any white
man that went into them).

Just my two centavos.
6:58 pm

pharmacy said...

I think you are completely right: it's like a huge
and historical puzzle. There aren't documents
about it, and this fact is the most important to
mentioned, absolutely.

4:50 pm

x|l pharmacy said...

Incidentally, that's the only such pic (blacks, dogs
and Irish) I've been able to find on the web. The
NINA signs or images all seem to be newspaper
editorials on the subject or modern novelties.

8:02 pm
Andrew Pollard said...

I wonder if anyone will ever come across this
now? Just would like to say, that the famous 'no
irish, no blacks, no dogs' sign was entirely staged.
Leastways as it appears in the Windrush
documentary from 1955.

My grandmother, Pat Powell, is the lady answering
the door and shaking her head to the chap asking
for a room. She did this at the request of a film
crew working in her street, who asked her to do
exactly that, without telling her what it was for. If
you examine the adjoining scene with the sign, it's
a different window, different bricks, different lace
curtain.

So, my feeling is that the sign in everyone's
memory, is just that scene from the newsreel.
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11:08 pm

Unknown said...

i) Thanks for sharing such a nice info with us.
Fantastic writing skills. Instagram Package from
likeswatch I appreciate this blog

4:44 am
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stuff)
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best-educated generation
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books (2)
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Early Release (29)
education (75)

families without
fatherhood (19)

football (21)

gape ride (7)

george galloway (19)
globalisation in one
country (8)

Glubb Pasha (2)
Government by signifier
9)

history (109)

Home Office disaster (32)
Home Office strategy
overturned by the courts
(15)

lan Blair (9)

immigration (152)
intergenerational warfare
(10)

ireland (12)

Isiah Young-Sam (6)
isolated incidents (18)
Jamaica (2)

Japan (7)

Jerry Brotton (6)

jobs the locals won't do
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Johann Hari (9)
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Labour sleaze (59)
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liberal myths (49)
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