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King Charles issued an Easter message ahead of his Maundy Thursday outing with

Queen Camilla at Durham Cathedral.
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King Charles issues Easter message praising Judaism
and Islam, ‘There are three virtues that the world still
needs…’
By Sumanti Sen
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King Charles’ Easter message has praised Judaism and Islam. He issued the Easter

message on social media ahead of his Maundy Thursday outing with Queen Camilla at

Durham Cathedral.

Charles started the message by writing, “One of the puzzles of our humanity is how we

are capable of both great cruelty and great kindness. This paradox of human life runs

through the Easter story and in the scenes that daily come before our eyes — at one

moment, terrible images of human suffering and, in another, heroic acts in war-torn

countries where humanitarians of every kind risk their own lives to protect the lives of

King Charles issues Easter message praising Judaism and Islam (Victoria Jones/Pool via REUTERS)(via REUTERS)
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others. A few weeks ago, I met many such people at a reception in Buckingham Palace and

felt a profound sense of admiration for their resilience, courage and compassion.”

‘Jesus knelt and washed the feet of many of those who would abandon Him’

Speaking about Jesus, the monarch said, "On Maundy Thursday, Jesus knelt and washed

the feet of many of those who would abandon Him. His humble action was a token of His

love that knew no bounds or boundaries and is central to Christian belief.”

Advertisement

The king also spoke about Islam and Judaism, saying, “The love He showed when He

walked the Earth reflected the Jewish ethic of caring for the stranger and those in need, a

deep human instinct echoed in Islam and other religious traditions, and in the hearts of all

who seek the good of others.”

He concluded, “The abiding message of Easter is that God so loved the world — the whole

world — that He sent His son to live among us to show us how to love one another, and to

lay down His own life for others in a love that proved stronger than death. There are three

virtues that the world still needs — faith, hope and love. “And the greatest of these is love”.
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It is with these timeless truths in my mind, and my heart, that I wish you all a blessed and

peaceful Easter.”

The King’s Easter message came days after the Royal Family wished Muslims who were

celebrating Eid. “#EidMubarak to Muslims celebrating in the UK and around the world,”

their message on X read.
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A division bench of justices GS Kulkarni and Manjusha Deshpande made it clear that

once a building is declared unsafe, residents cannot obstruct the municipal corporation

from demolishing it, nor can minority members delay redevelopment decisions taken by

an overwhelming majority.

HC orders demolition of dangerously dilapidated Vasai
buildings
By Prateem Rohanekar

MUMBAI: The Bombay High Court has directed the demolition of dangerously

dilapidated buildings in two housing societies in Vasai (West), observing that public safety

must prevail over disputes raised by a handful of dissenting members.
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A division bench of justices GS Kulkarni and Manjusha Deshpande made it clear that once

a building is declared unsafe, residents cannot obstruct the municipal corporation from

demolishing it, nor can minority members delay redevelopment decisions taken by an

overwhelming majority.

The court’s decision assumes significance as it comes days after 17 people died when a

portion of an illegal four-storey residential building collapsed in Virar on August 27.

The case in the high court concerned building numbers H-1 and H-2 of the Deepanjali

Cooperative Housing Society (CHS), and building numbers H-3 and H-4 of the Pushpanjali

CHS, located at Diwan and Sons Housing Enclave on Ambadi Road in Vasai (West). On

February 28, 2025, the Vasai-Virar City Municipal Corporation (VVCMC) had categorised

these buildings as C-1 structures, meaning they were too dangerous for habitation and

required immediate demolition.

Although conflicting structural audit reports initially created confusion, the matter was

referred to the VVCMC’s Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), which, after due

consideration, confirmed on June 27, 2025, that the buildings were unsafe. Acting on this

report, the VVCMC issued notices on July 1, calling upon the residents to vacate their

homes so that demolition could proceed.

The high court noted that, in line with its earlier judgments in other matters, civic bodies

are under a legal obligation to take swift action once structures are found to pose risks to

Palghar: A four-storey unauthorised building collapsed onto adjacent vacant chawl, at Virar, in Palghar district,
Thursday, Aug. 28, 2025. 15 dead, several injured in the incident. (PTI Photo)(PTI08_28_2025_000276B) (PTI)
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human life, and that officials who fail to act may themselves be held accountable.

It was further observed that in the present case, the housing society members had

already resolved to redevelop the properties, with 87% of Pushpanjali CHS members and

92% of Deepanjali CHS members voting in favour of redevelopment and appointing a

developer for the project. The petitioners argued that the obstruction was being caused

only by a few members who opposed certain aspects of the redevelopment plan.

The court agreed with the petitioners’ contention that a minority of members could not

be permitted to hold up redevelopment when the buildings had been officially declared

unsafe and the majority had decided to proceed. Citing earlier precedents, the court

reiterated that redevelopment cannot be stalled by a small group of residents adopting an

obstructive approach. It held that while the minority members are entitled to pursue their

objections through appropriate legal proceedings, such objections cannot endanger lives

or delay the demolition of hazardous buildings.

During the hearing, the counsel for the VVCMC confirmed that the authority was ready

to proceed with demolition but sought police protection to deal with any resistance. On

their part, the dissenting members did not dispute the dangerous condition of the

buildings, but requested additional time to vacate due to the Ganesh festival. The court

found this request reasonable but granted them additional time only on the condition that

the residents filed undertakings to vacate their flats unconditionally and refrained from

obstructing the demolition.

Disposing of the petitions, the high court ordered that residents opposing demolition

must file undertakings by August 26, 2025, committing to vacate within two weeks. If

they fail to do so, the VVCMC was empowered to evict them with police assistance and

carry out the demolition.

The judges further directed that the cost of demolition would be borne by the housing

societies themselves and recoverable by the civic body. While permitting the appointed

developer to undertake demolition if authorised by the societies within 10 days, the court

clarified that if the VVCMC was to carry out the work, police protection must be made

available to ensure there is no obstruction.
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